
Local Emergency 
Planning  
Committee Meetings 

LEPC Meetings are open to the public. They are 

held at the Department of Public Safety, 23090 

Leonard Hall Drive, Leonardtown, MD 20650 

301-475-4200, option 6.  The meetings are held 

the 4th Monday of each month at 10:30am. 

• Elected Officials - State & Local County 

Board 

• Law Enforcement,  Fire Department & 

Emergency Medical Services 

• Health Services & Hospitals 

• Public Safety 

• Media (Print & Broadcast) 

• Education  

• American Red Cross 

• College of Southern Maryland 

• Citizens for Community Awareness 

• Metropolitan Commission 

• Agriculture & Local Business and In-

dustry 

 

This information is brought to you by: 

St Mary’s County BOCC                              
Francis J. Russell, President                                

Kenneth R. Dement                                
Lawrence D. Jarboe                                      

Thomas A. Mattingly, Sr.                       
Daniel H. Raley 

Local Emergency 
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St Mary’s County Department of Public Safety 
23090 Leonard Hall Drive 

PO Box 653 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 

Office: 301-475-4200 option 6 

St. Mary’s County 
Dept. of Public Safety 

 

 

In response to the requirements of the law and 
the needs of the community, the Local 
Emergency Planning Committee has worked to: 

• Develop and keep current a 
comprehensive chemical emergency 
response plan for St. Mary’s County. 
This plan identifies chemical hazards 
in the community and outlines 
procedures for response to accidental 
releases. 

• Set up procedures to warn and, if 
necessary, evacuate the public in the 
event of an emergency. 

• Collect and maintain hazardous 
chemical inventory reports from 
facilities subject  to the Emergency 
Planning Community Right -to-Know 
Act. 

• Receive information about accidental 
releases of hazardous chemicals and 
ensure that emergency response plans 
are followed by the responsible party 
when responding to such releases. 

• Provide citizens and local government 
with information about                
hazardous chemicals and accidental 
releases of chemical in their 
communities.  

What does the St. Mary’s 
L.E.P.C. do? 
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Important information 

In October 1986 the Superfund Amendments 
and Reauthorization Act (SARA) was signed 
into law.  The act was to allow citizens and 
emergency responders with the Right to Know 
which chemicals exist within your communi-
ties. It mandated planning for chemical emer-
gencies and established a chain of command to 
assure that the requirements were met. 

 

LEPC includes, fire departments, transportation 
industries, emergency planners, police, munici-
pal government, county government, business, 
citizens, media, health care providers, federal 
government, and public information coordina-
tor. 

 

The Right to Know Act 
 

Allows people within the community to review 
the businesses that have chemicals within the 
county.  The community member may set up an 
appointment to review the SARA Tier III re-
cords. If a business is not required to submit the 
information on a yearly basis, the community 
member can request that a business submit a 
special Tier II report. 

 

LEPC’s are responsible for making and having 
a plan for response to chemical emergencies. 
All plans must be reviewed and updated yearly 

by the LEPC and State Emergency Re-
sponse Commission (SERC). 

Who has to do Tier II Reporting? 

Every facility that maintains over 10,000 
pounds of a hazardous substance on site at 
any one time must file a Tier II Report 
Yearly.  Tier II reports include name, 
amount stored, health risks, storage loca-
tion and other information about storage 
of chemical(s). The reports are then sent 
to the SERC, LEPC and local Fire Depart-
ments.  These reports are due by March 1 
of every year. 

Facilities are also responsible for report-
ing any release of a chemical within 2 
hours of the incident.  They must report 
this to the Maryland Department of Envi-
ronment. At federal levels, reportable re-
leases are if release enters a waterway, or 
when the reportable quantity is reached. 

Farmer’s Responsibility under SARA 
Title III 

Farm facilities are not required to develop 
emergency response plans for their facili-
ties under the current requirements of 
SARA Title III.   However, they may be 
required by your insurance company or 
other OSHA regulations.  Sara Title III, 
Section 304, covers emergency notifica-
tion requirements when there is a release 
into the environment of any Hazardous or 
Extremely Hazardous Substance over the 
designated Reportable Quantity (RQ).   If 

If a fire should occur in an on site farm or 
co-op storage containing EHS or hazard-
ous chemicals, it can be reportable under 
Section 304.  It is wise to submit a site 
plan to notify emergency responders of 
storage locations.  If a storage area is in-
volved in a fire, expect the firefighters to 
allow this fire to burn as hot as possible to 
consume the stored materials.  Notifica-
tion of storage areas can eliminate any 
"guess work" by emergency responders 
and assist in fire suppression activities. 

 

Under SARA Title III, Section 311 and 
312, Chemical Inventory Reporting, any 
chemical used in routine agricultural ac-
tivities is exempt from reporting.   If any 
inventory is maintained for non-
agricultural uses, over the designated TPQ 
or 10,000 pounds, it must be reported to 
the Maryland Department of the Envi-
ronment, the St. Mary’s County Local 
Emergency Planning Committee and 
the local fire department who responds 
to your facility. 

 

 

Fire Department mailing addresses: 

Leonardtown VFD 

P.O. Box 50 

Leonardtown, MD 20650 

301 475 8996 

Mechanicsville VFD 

PO Box  37 

Mechanicsville, MD 20659 

301 884 9818 

Bay District VFD 

P.O. Box 1440  

California, MD 20619  

301 737 0353 

Hollywood VFD 

P.O. Box 7 

Hollywood MD 20636 

301 373 2900 

Ridge VFD 

P.O. Box 520  

Ridge MD 20680  

301 872 5571 

Seventh District VFD 

P.O. Box 206 

Avenue, MD 20609  

301 769 3600 

Second District VFD 

P.O. Box 1 

Valley Lee, MD 20692 

301 994 0751 
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