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Aggravating Factors:

 

    Circumstances that add to the seriousness of the 
offense and to the responsibility of the respondent.  (i.e. The attitude of the 
respondent, time of occurrence, degree of involvement in the criminal act, etc.)  

Closing Argument:

 

    Statement summarizing the evidence each side feels it 
has established and what that side feels opposing counsel has failed to establish.  
Both prosecution and defense make opening and closing arguments.  In the 
Teen Court process, closing arguments include a recommendation for a 
disposition. 

Cross Examination:

 

    The questioning of the respondent by the prosecutor 
during the Teen Court hearing, in order to evaluate the truth of that person's 
testimony, to develop the testimony further, or upon a subject raised during direct 
examination—the initial questioning of the respondent by the defense attorney —
on the merits of that testimony.  The scope of cross-examination is generally 
restricted to matters covered during direct examination.  In Teen Court, only the 
prosecuting attorney conducts a cross examination since the respondent is 
considered a witness for the defense. 

Direct Examination:

 

    The initial questioning of the respondent by the defense 
attorney during the Teen Court hearing.  In Teen Court, the only person called to 
testify is the respondent who is considered a witness for the defense.  He or she 
has already admitted his/her involvement in the offense, and therefore no other 
witnesses are needed.  In Teen Court, only the defense attorney conducts a 
direct examination. 

Disposition:

 

    In adult court this is called the “sentence”.  In Teen Court, this is 
the final settlement of a case and consists of sanctions decided upon by the jury.  
Sanctions must include jury service and may also include community service 
hours, educational programs, essays, apology letters, or any other sanction the 
jury feels is appropriate 

Docket:

 

    The schedule of petitions (cases) to be heard at a court session.  
Information on the Teen Court docket includes the respondent’s name, docket 
number, assigned courtroom, and hearing type (petit jury or grand jury). 

Grand Jury Format:

 

    Jurors take turns asking questions directly of the 
respondent from the jury box.  There are no attorneys involved. 

Involved:

 

    In adult court this is a “guilty” plea.  In juvenile court, the respondent 
has admitted to committing a delinquent act (being involved). 

Juvenile:
 

    Any person under the age of eighteen (18). 
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Mitigating Factors:

 

    Circumstances that would lessen the respondent’s 
involvement (i.e. the respondent is an honors student, received significant 
punishment at home, or active community involvement, etc.) 

Objection:

 

    An attorney objects to prevent admission of improper evidence, or 
objects to the manner in which otherwise proper evidence is presented. 

Opening Statement:

 

    An outline or summary of the case that is presented by 
both the prosecution and defense attorneys at the beginning of the hearing.  It 
attempts to provide the jury with a general picture of the facts from their 
respective perspectives. 

Overrule:

 

    The ruling of a judge after an objection finding that the evidence or 
manner in which the evidence was presented is proper and the objection 
dismissed. 

Petit Jury Format:

 

    Jurors listen to the evidence presented by the defense and 
prosecution attorneys.  Jurors cannot ask any questions and must rely on the 
evidence resulting from the questioning of the attorneys.  Attorneys give opening 
statements, conduct questioning of witnesses, object to questions if necessary, 
and give closing statements. 

Petition:
 

    Formal document that explains the charge(s) against the respondent. 

Respondent:

 

    In juvenile court the “defendant” is known as the “respondent” 
and is the person charged with committing a delinquent act.  The respondent 
must be accompanied by an adult parent or guardian in Teen Court.  

Restitution:

 

    Financial reimbursement for a victim's losses resulting from a 
criminal action.  All restitution issues must be resolved before a case is heard in 
Teen Court and is not a factor in the determination of a disposition. 

Sanction:

 

    Separate tasks that the respondent must successfully complete.  A 
disposition consists of any number of sanctions imposed by the jury and will 
always include jury duty sessions and possibly other optional tasks the jury feels 
is appropriate for the offense. 

Sustain:

 

    The ruling of a judge after an objection finding that the evidence or 
manner in which the evidence was not properly presented and the objection is 
accepted. 

Victim Impact Statement:

 

    The document submitted or presented by the victim 
of the crime that describes the effects the crime had on that individual, and can 
include financial, emotional, or other relevant factors. 
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