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2010 Text Amendments 
 

Public School Recycling  
 
Refer to page III-60 which is supplemented by the language below. 
 
During the 2009 Maryland General Assembly legislative session, House Bill 1290 
(Environment-Recycling-Public School Plans) was passed and became effective July 1, 
2009.  The new law amended § 9-1703 of Environment Article, Annotated Code of 
Maryland and requires Counties to amend their Comprehensive Solid Waste Management 
& Recycling Plans (“Plan”) as per §9-505 of the Environment Article, Annotated Code of 
Maryland.  The amendment must address the strategy for the collection, processing, 
marketing and disposition of recyclable materials from public schools.  In addition, the 
amendment must be completed by October 1, 2010, although the new law does not 
require implementation of the Plan begin October 1, 2010.   
 
The following text amendment to the Plan supplements the existing information 
contained in this Plan as described on page III-60, (4) Student Participation.  The original 
language in the Plan was reviewed by the MDE during the Plans 2005 Update and 
deemed adequate, however the new law stipulates additional criteria and based on a 
subsequent review by the MDE, they have deemed same inadequate in addressing § 9-
1703 of Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.  The following language is 
being added to the Plan to address the new law and describe the proactive measures 
implemented by the St. Mary’s County Public School System prior to the enacting of § 9-
1703 of Environment Article, Annotated Code of Maryland.    
 
St. Mary’s County Public Schools: 

Recycling in the St. Mary’s County Public Schools is no different and over the 
years many students, staff and community members have contributed to the school 
system efforts individually and collectively on a voluntary bases.  All students and 
staff are encouraged to recycle in the school system.  With this support along with 
the coordinated efforts of the St. Mary’s County Public Schools, recycling is on 
the raise.   

 
St. Mary’s County Public Schools is committed to the environment through the 
efficient use of energy and by recycling in our schools.  This is accomplished by a 
comprehensive approach to education of energy conservation and recycling that 
modifies behaviors, incorporates efficient operations and maintenance practices 
including new designs and technologies.  A vital link to facilitate the smooth 
interaction of this program is the energy manager.  This person is responsible for 
managing the program for effectiveness and provides a constant flow of 
information for our students, staff and community regarding data, plans, 
strategies and initiatives to support conservation efforts that are sustainable and 
endurable.  To ensure we engage everyone the program includes an energy 
committee, technical committee, promotions committee, green school (site) 
coordinators, faculty, students, and staff. 



 
Energy conservation and recycling marketing opportunities are identified and 
advanced by the promotions committee, green school coordinators, central office 
initiatives, a mobile classroom, and “Watson” the energy conservations and 
recycling mascot.  Presentations and displays are delivered to schools sites, a 
Farm to School program that is delivered by the St. Mary’s County Public 
Schools, Department of Food and Nutrition Services, County Fair, City of 
Leonardtown Earth Day Celebration, and various other events taking place 
throughout the county.   
 
There is also an incentive program that rewards the schools with $100.00 for 
every % saved up to 5% or $500.00.  A recognitions event takes place at the 
beginning of each school year to help energize the team.  Tours of the newly 
opened Gold LEED Certified Evergreen Elementary School are also offered 
throughout the school year to help promote energy conservation and recycling. 
 
The St. Mary’s County Board of Education funds and the St. Mary’s County 
Public School, Division of Supporting Services manages the recycling program 
and ultimately implemented at the local school/campus level.  The St. Mary’s 
County Public School system has consolidated recycling efforts by partnering 
with an outside service provider that offers the school system the ability to collect 
recyclables in a single stream manner.  This means recyclable items can be co-
mingled making collection of the items easier and this allows the school system 
the ability to increase the amount of recycling higher than the previous levels.   
 
Recyclables are collected from each school as follows, 

 
Schools in session: 
 
3 High Schools are collected two times per week 
4 Middle Schools are collected one time per week 
17 Elementary Schools are collected one time every other week 
1 Technology Center collected one time per week 
1 Fairlead Academy collected one time every other week 
1 Charter School collected two times per week 
 
Schools out of session: 
 
All schools on call as needed. 

 
Recycling containers are located in classrooms, offices, and common areas such 
as mail rooms, teacher lounges etc. and sporting fields where recyclable waste 
may be generated.  Collection containers have been placed in strategic locations 
throughout each school typically placed in out of the way places within main 
corridors and cafeterias.  Select students collect the recyclable items from their 
classrooms while staff collects the recyclable items from the other areas. These 



items are placed into the central collection containers. The recyclable items 
stored in the central collection containers are later collected by the building 
service staff and placed into the main recycling container outside of the building 
where the items are finally removed for recycling by the service provider. 

  
A monthly report is provided by our service provider showing the estimated 
pounds of recyclables collected at each school site.  According to our data it is 
estimated the school system generates approximately 2,500,000 pounds of waste 
annually with approximately 500,000 pounds of this waste removed for recycling.  
Recycling accounts for 20% of the refuse the school system generates on an 
annual basis at this time.  The St. Mary’s County Public Schools will evaluate the 
annual report and if a lower than expected participation rate is noted, the Public 
Schools will identify areas of improvement such as, but not limited to, providing 
additional recycling containers and strategically locating same, expanding the list 
of items which can be accepted and/or further educating school staff and students 
on the benefits and ease of recycling.   

 
Following is a list of items that are collected/recycled under the current program 
now in place; Paper, Newspapers, Magazines, Corrugated Cardboard, Cereal 
and Other Boxes, Telephone Books, Computer and Office Paper, Newspaper & 
Inserts, Catalogs, Unwanted Mail, Books, Fluorescent Lights, Plastic Jugs, 
Bottles, Glass Jar, Bottles, Juice Boxes, Ink Cartridges Motor Oil and Antifreeze 
& Vehicle Batteries.  As additional items can be recycled in a cost effective and 
simplistic manner and when markets become available, they will be added to list 
of acceptable items.  
 
Although it is recognized failing to recycle comes at a cost to the environment, 
recycling also comes with monetary costs.  A main goal of the program is to help 
offset the costs of recycling by reducing the costs associated to remove the refuse 
that is generated. As recycling is increased, refuse is decreased.  Although a 
perfect balance in expense and savings may not be achieved, costs can be 
reduced. 

 
 
Community College of Southern Maryland, Leonardtown Campus: 

The Community College of Southern Maryland Board of Trustees oversees and 
funds the College of Southern Maryland (“College”), Leonardtown Campus and 
recycling at the College is managed at the local campus level.  The College has 
implemented recycling efforts by partnering with an outside service provider via 
an annual contract that offers the ability to collect recyclables in a single stream 
manner.  This means recyclable items can be co-mingled making collection of the 
items easier and this allows the school system the ability to increase the amount 
of recycling higher than the previous levels.   
 
Recycling containers are located in classrooms, offices, and common areas such 
as mail rooms, teacher lounges etc. and outdoor areas where recyclable waste 



may be generated.  College building service staff collect the recyclable items from 
the containers on a regular basis and the items are placed into the main recycling 
container outside of the building(s) where the items are finally removed for 
recycling by the service provider.  The recycling contractor is responsible for the 
marketing of the collected recyclables and must provide an annual report 
denoting the amount and type of recyclables collected for the previous calendar 
year.  The College will evaluate the annual report and if a lower than expected 
participation rate is noted, the College will identify areas of improvement such as, 
but not limited to, providing additional recycling containers and strategically 
locating same, expanding the list of items which can be accepted and/or further 
educating campus staff and students on the benefits and ease of recycling.   
 
Below is a list of items that are collected/recycled under the current program now 
in place; mixed paper, newspaper, cardboard, glass bottles, steel and aluminum 
cans, and plastic bottles, printer cartridges, electronics and fluorescent light 
bulbs.  As additional items can be recycled in a cost effective and simplistic 
manner and when markets become available, they will be added to list of 
acceptable items.  
 
 

St. Mary’s County Municipal Solid Waste Processing Facility & Transfer Station 
(“Transfer Station”)   
 
Refer to pages V-17 and V-31 which is supplemented by the language below. 
 
As previously noted in this Plan, the County plans to design, construct and operate a 
Transfer Station to manage municipal solid waste and recyclables generated within St. 
Mary’s County, Maryland.  The 2005 Update to the Comprehensive Solid Waste 
Management and Recycling Plan identified the Transfer Station in the short-term 
recommended actions (one-two years).  The Board of County Commissioners for St. 
Mary’s County have decided to forego any further action with the Transfer Station 
construction and operation due to significant budgetary pressures during the 2011 fiscal 
year and subsequent fiscal years.  The Transfer Station construction and operation 
schedule has been revised and will now be identified in the long-term recommended 
action (five-ten years and longer).   
 
A permit (#2006-WPT-0624) to construct and operate the Transfer Station was issued by 
the Maryland Department of the Environment (“MDE”) on September 12, 2008 and will 
be renewed accordingly until the Transfer Station is constructed and made operational.     
 
 
Environmental and Solid Waste Service Fee 
 
Refer to pages IV-7, IV-18, V-7, V-26, V-29, V-31, V-33 & V-34 which is supplemented 
by the language below.  
 



On May 15, 2007 the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s County, Maryland 
approved Ordinance 2007-04 which enacted the Environmental and Solid Waste Service 
Fee (“Fee”) for the purpose to fund environmental and solid waste and recycling 
programs.  The new funding mechanism includes the establishment of an environmental 
and landfill service fee, procedures for setting and modifying the fee, payment and 
collection and establishment of an appeal process.   The fee is used to fund staffing, 
administration, capital outlay, equipment replacement, debt service, operations, 
maintenance, capital projects and other direct and indirect costs associated with the solid 
waste and recycling programs.  The fee is evaluated each fiscal year and adjusted 
accordingly based on the current and planned fiscal obligations.  A copy of the previously 
mentioned ordinance is included as part of this Appendix.   
 
 
Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
 
Refer to page ii which is supplemented by the language below. 
 
On February 23, 2010 the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s County, 
Maryland approved Resolution 2010-09 which integrated the Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee (“SWAC”) into the Commission on the Environment (“COE”).  As a result of 
the integration, the SWAC became a sub-committee within the COE and the SWAC 
retained all their prior duties as noted their by-laws.  The purpose of the integration was 
to ensure adequate membership within the SWAC and utilize the resources of the COE.  
The SWAC will continue to serve on an advisory capacity to the Board of County 
Commissioners as originally intended, most notably with respect to any amendments to 
the Comprehensive Solid Waste Management & Recycling Plan.  A copy of the 
previously mentioned resolution and by-laws is included as part of this Appendix. 
 
 
Calvert County Memorandum of Understanding   
 
Refer to page IV-6 which is supplemented by the language below. 
 
On February 12, 2002 the Board of County Commissioners for Calvert County, Maryland 
and the Board of County Commissioners for St. Mary’s County, Maryland established a 
cooperative working arrangement via a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) for the 
transportation and disposal of residential and municipal solid waste at the Appeal Solid 
Waste Facility.  On February 25, 2010, the St. Mary’s County Department of Public 
Works & Transportation requested the Board of County Commissioners for Calvert 
County, Maryland extend the “Project Period” of the MOU from 2010 through the 
remainder of the “Term”, specifically July 1, 2017, as per section 6 of the MOU.   
 
On April 6, 2010, the Board of County Commissioners notified the St. Mary’s County 
Department of Public Works & Transportation that the extension was granted and all 
terms and conditions of the MOU will remain in effect.  A copy of the previously 
mentioned MOU is included as part of this Appendix.  



 
Single Stream Recycling 
 
Refer to pages III-64, III-75, V-20, V-31 which is supplemented by the language below. 
 
Effective December 2006 the St. Mary’s County Recycling Program implemented 
“Single Stream Recycling.”  The new program offered at the six convenience centers and 
St. Andrews Landfill enables residents and the commercials sector to mix their recyclable 
items and which historically required presorting.  The intent to increase the amount of 
materials collected for recycling simply by making it easier and simple.  Following is a 
list of items that are acceptable as part of the Single Stream recycling: all plastics coded 
#1 through #7; glass containers; metal containers; aerosol cans; aluminum foil and pans; 
milk cartons; juice boxes and other aseptic/gable-top packaging; newspaper; magazines 
& catalogs; mixed paper and plastic film such as grocery bags, stretch film and/or shrink 
wrap.  
 
Due to the overwhelming success of the Single Stream Recycling Program, the County 
has funded, procured, installed and operating stationary compactors with 40 cubic 
receiver boxes in order to manage the larger than expected volume of material.  The 
stationary compactors will replace 8 cubic yard front load and 30 cubic year roll-off 
boxes which do not allow the material to be compacted/compressed and transported 
accordingly.  The new compactors will enable the County to compact/compress the 
recycled materials and transport same in a more cost effective and efficient manner.  
Lastly, the new compactors will utilize less space at the convenience centers, thus freeing 
up additional space for traffic flow, parking and additional containers as they become 
necessary.   
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