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DECD Gets a New Name and Much More 

 

Leonardtown, MD – Effective July 1, the St. Mary’s County Department of Economic and 

Community Development became the St. Mary’s County Department of Economic Development 

(SMCDED). This change reflects the Commissioners’ decision to reorganize the Department, 

better staff the newly appointed Economic Development Commission (EDC) and to support the 

development of a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy.  

 

The reorganization of the Department entailed the creation of a new position; reclassification of 

an existing position, the relocation of the Agriculture and Seafood Division to the newly opened 

Agriculture Services Center in Leonardtown and the addition of contractor support for technology 

business start-ups and commercialization. While there are many changes to the organizational 

structure of the Department, the size of the SMCDED staff remains at nine full-time employees. 

 

SMCDED is charged with the development of a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) to guide the broadening of the County’s future economy. To oversee this effort, the 

Commissioners appointed a 13-member Commission composed of private business people and 

representatives of the St. Mary’s County Chamber of Commerce and U. S. Navy who will meet in 

public session on a monthly basis. A new page will soon be added to the County’s website for the 

EDC. The EDC’s meeting dates, agendas and minutes will be posted along with other public 

announcements pertaining to the development of the CEDS. 

 

To showcase the many changes, SMCDED will host a Chamber of Commerce Business-After- 

Hours event on Wednesday, July 23 from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. in the Department’s offices, located on 

the second floor of the Potomac Building, at 23115 Leonard Hall Drive in Leonardtown. 

R.S.V.P.’s are being accepted by the Chamber until July 16 by calling 301-737-3001 or on-line at 

www.smcchamber.com. 
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