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Commissioners Vote to Honor Purple Heart Veterans 

Resolution authorizes designated parking spaces for veterans wounded in combat 

 

Leonardtown, MD – At their weekly business meeting the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County 

approved a resolution which provides special recognition to Purple Heart veterans.  

 

By a 4-0 margin the commissioners authorized the designation of one parking space (at each 

county owned facility) immediately adjacent to an existing handicapped parking space as Purple 

Heart Parking. The spaces will be appropriately marked with a Purple Heart Parking sign. 

Approximately 50 signs will be installed at a cost of $2,000. Purple Heart Parking will donate the 

signs. 

 

SSGT Justin Skotnicki (ret.) came before the commissioners on July 22 to formally present the 

plan. Skotnicki said the idea was a way to recognize Purple Heart recipients. He believed 

designated parking spots for those injured in the course of serving their country was the ideal way 

of honoring them. 

 

Commissioner Dan Morris (2
nd

 District), a Vietnam Veteran, applauded the plan. “I 

wholeheartedly support the concept. It’s a great idea and I want to thank Purple Heart Parking for 

stepping forward and doing the right thing. I wish we could do more.” 

 

Commissioner Cindy Jones (1
st
 District) noted that Southern Maryland has among the highest 

percentage of veterans than anywhere in the state of Maryland. “This is a great place to kick off 

this initiative and we hope that other jurisdictions will also join.” 

 

Purple Heart Parking signs will be placed at designated locations on the Governmental Campus in 

Leonardtown as well as other county-owned facilities, such as museums and parks. 
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