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Commissioners Cut Ribbon on New Athletic Fields 

Fields to fill shortage of facilities in northern county 
 

Leonardtown, MD – After years of planning citizens in the Charlotte Hall, New Market and 

Golden Beach sections of the county will soon have new athletic fields to enjoy. 

 

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County joined Recreation and Parks staff in cutting the ribbon 

on three new athletic fields in Fifth District Park. The fields, adjacent to Lettie Marshall Dent 

Elementary School, are designed as practice fields for football, lacrosse and soccer and are 

regulation sized. 

 

Residents in the northern section of St. Mary’s County have lobbied long and hard for the new 

fields. “”Shortage of athletic fields in the Charlotte Hall, New Market and Golden Beach areas 

has been documented as far back as 1999,” said Brian Loewe, Recreation and Parks director. 

 

A site analysis of several County-owned properties in the northern county was conducted in 2005. 

The recommendation was to add the fields on County property adjacent to Fifth District Park and 

Lettie Dent Elementary School. The County entered into a lease agreement with St. Mary’s 

County Public Schools for just over 2 acres of land next to the school. 

 

“Recreation is important to everyone,” said Commissioner President Randy Guy. “We need these 

facilities for our citizens. It’s a part of the culture and fabric of our community and an integral 

part of our future.” 

 

Construction was awarded in February, 2013 to Jimmy Richards and Sons and managed by CSBI. 

Total cost was $654,000 in county funding. Work was completed in the fall of 2014 however 

opening was delayed as new fields generally require two growing seasons before they can be 

used. 

 

Photos from the ceremony can be found on the county’s flickr photostream at 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/  Media outlets may publish photos 

from the photostream with the mandatory courtesy: “Photo courtesy St. Mary’s County Public 

Information Office.” 
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