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Commission for Women Observes Womens Right to Vote Anniversary 

 

Leonardtown, MD – The St. Mary’s County Commission for Women will commemorate 

Women’s Equality Day on August 26. This year marks the 95
th

 anniversary of the ratification of 

the 19
th

 Amendment to the Constitution giving women the right to vote and hold elective office. 

For 132 years women weren’t allowed to vote in this country, a country founded on the premise 

that taxation without representation was intolerable.  It took over 70 years of hard work on the 

part of American suffragists like Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, Susan B. Anthony, 

Sojourner Truth and a host of others to win this right for women to vote and hold elective office, a 

right all Americans take for granted today. There are a number of reasons to celebrate.   

The 19
th

 Amendment also demonstrated the possibility of peaceful yet revolutionary political 

change. Young women who were active in the movement when the final ratification was achieved 

hadn’t yet been born when the movement began and women who began the movement had passed 

away when it ended. In an effort to win this right, women circulated petitions, gave speeches, and 

campaigned to get woman suffrage issues on state agendas and in Congress, published 

newspapers, pamphlets, and magazines. They were often attacked by mobs and police and 

harassed, even thrown in jail for peacefully demonstrating. It may have taken a long time, but 

these women and men persevered. 

With the right to vote comes a responsibility to exercise this hard won right and to do so after 

careful consideration of choices.  With a presidential election coming in November 2016, all 

citizens should listen to what various candidates are saying and look at their records to make 

informed choices.   

In 1971, New York Congresswoman Bella Abzug introduced legislation to ensure that this 

important American Anniversary is celebrated each year. The St. Mary’s County Commission for 

Women challenges everyone to take this opportunity to teach our youngest citizens about the 

struggle these women endured to acquire voting rights for them. The commission asks that you  

honor them by registering to vote, casting an informed vote in the next election, and giving thanks 

to those men and women who made it the process possible. 
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