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Heavy Rain to Continue Throughout St. Mary’s County 

Residents should prepare for potential flooding and possible effects from hurricane Joaquin 

 

Leonardtown, MD - With heavy rains impacting much of St. Mary’s County, on top of 

significant rainfall earlier this week, residents should make appropriate preparations for flooding 

that may be occur over the next 48 hours. Emergency Services & Technology is also monitoring 

Hurricane Joaquin, which is currently located in the Bahamas but may turn to the north on Friday.  

 

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan has signed an Executive Order declaring a state of emergency 

for Maryland and has instructed state agencies to begin readying resources in the event the 

Hurricane makes landfall near Maryland. Local agencies and Emergency Services & Technology 

will work closely with the State to ensure an efficient response. 

 

There are a number of actions that citizens can take to prepare for severe weather and flooding: 

 

 Clean storm drains and gutters on your house to prevent overflow and water buildup. 

 Don’t wait. Communicate. Know how to get in contact with your friends and family during 

any emergency. 

 Because of the saturated soil, even minor winds could cause power outages. Be prepared to 

be without electricity. While the power is still on, keep cell phones, tablets, other devices and 

back-up batteries fully charged. 

 Fuel up your automobile before any storm and make sure to have car chargers available for 

devices. In a power outage, you can use your car to charge cell phones and tablets. 

 If you have a basement in your house, shelve household items and make sure any electronic 

equipment is not lying directly on the floor. 

 Listen to instructions from local officials and know the current forecast by following your 

local emergency management office, forecasters, and news stations. 

 

The National Weather Service has noted that the exact path of this system will not be clear until 

later this week; however, any impact could bring additional rain and wind.  
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