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Veterans Day Parade Reminders for Participants and Spectators 
 

Leonardtown, MD – The 2015 Leonardtown Veterans Day Parade kicks off this Wednesday 

(November 11) at 10 a.m. The march will begin at St. Mary’s Ryken High School, proceed along 

Fenwick Street until it reaches the Square in Leonardtown. 

 

The parade, one of the largest in Maryland,  features Veterans, dignitaries, elected officials, local 

high school marching bands, military units, color guards, classic and antique cars, boy and girl 

scouts, cheerleaders, motorcycles, and horses, as well as fire, police and emergency personnel and 

equipment. Immediately following the parade, spectators are encouraged to remain in the Town 

Square for a Veterans Memorial Ceremony to include patriotic music, laying of wreaths, and 

words of remembrance. 

 

St. Mary’s County and the Town of Leonardtown ask those scheduled to take part or coming to 

view the parade are asked to keep the following in mind: 

 

Ryken Staging Area 

 St. Mary’s Ryken High School is the official staging area for the parade and not a drop 

off point. At this time the area is completely full and only those who pre-registered by the 

October 23 deadline will be allowed into the area. 
 

 The staging area is limited to vehicles which will participate in the parade (i.e. classic 

cars, motorcycles, emergency vehicles, floats, etc.) 
 

 If you are in the parade but the vehicle you’re driving is not … you should report to 

Leonardtown Middle School. Drivers should park their car there and take the shuttle to the 

Ryken High School staging area. 

 

Parking 

 Spectator parking is available at the St. Mary’s County Governmental Center or the St. 

Mary’s County Fairgrounds. Shuttle service will be available to take spectators into town. 
 

 Parade marchers and participants should be dropped off at Leonardtown Middle 

School. Those taking part in the parade should park there as well. Participants who are 
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part of a group (i.e. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, etc.) should meet their group at the middle 

school and take a shuttle to the Ryken High School staging area.\ 

 

Shuttle Service 

 Spectators can pick up a shuttle at the Olde Town Pub, St. Mary’s County 

Governmental Center and St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds. Spectator shuttles will not go 

to Ryken High School or Leonardtown Middle School. Shuttles located at the Courthouse 

(at the end of the parade route) are for parade participants only and not for spectators. 

Spectators needing to return to the area in which they parked their vehicles should pick up 

a shuttle at the same location in which they were dropped off. 

 

Parade Participant Shuttles 

 Prior to the start of the parade shuttles will pick up parade participants at Leonardtown 

Middle School and drop off at Ryken High School. 

 

 At the conclusion of the parade, shuttles will pick up parade participants at the 

Courthouse and return to Leonardtown Middle School only. These shuttles will not go to 

the Fairgrounds or Governmental Center. 

 

At the conclusion of the parade there will be no shuttle service back to Ryken High School. 

 

Participants and spectators are reminded that parking will not be available at the College of 

Southern Maryland as classes will be in session that day. Parking on the CSM Leonardtown 

campus will be for CSM students and staff only. 

 

For more parade information go to http://leonardtown.somd.com/pdf/VetDay-Press.pdf. For a 

map of the parking areas go to http://leonardtown.somd.com/pdf/VetDayPark.jpg.  
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