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Fair Housing Month Celebrated by Commissioners 

 

Leonardtown, MD – April 2015 marks 48 years since the passage of the Fair Housing Act of 

1968. The act sought to eliminate discrimination in housing opportunities, further housing choices 

for all Americans without regard to race, color, creed, national origin, sex, family status, and 

disability, and to encourage fair housing opportunities for all citizens. 

 

The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County held a proclamation ceremony to recognize the 

anniversary of the Fair Housing Act’s passage and proclaim April as Fair Housing Month. 
 
Commissioner Tom Jarboe (1

st
 District) read the proclamation and noted Maryland’s role in 

affecting fair housing throughout the state “… the Maryland Fair Housing law was first enacted in 

1971 and memorialized per Maryland Code, Article 49B, Sections 19-39 which adds marital 

status and sexual orientation as protected classes.” 
 
Commissioners were joined by members of the Southern Maryland Association of Realtors, Inc., 

Maryland Commission on Civil Rights, Housing Authority of St. Mary’s County, and the St. 

Mary’s County Human Relations Commission for the ceremony. The group hopes to continue to 

build alliances which supporting Fair Housing throughout St. Mary’s County.     

 

“Illegal barriers to equal opportunity in housing, no matter how subtle, diminish the rights of all, 

and ongoing educational outreach and monitoring are key to raising awareness of fair housing 

principles, practices, rights, and responsibilities,” said Commissioner Jarboe. 
 
 

Photos from the ceremony can be found on the SMCG Flickr photostream at  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/ . Media outlets are free to use 

photos from the photostream with a mandatory courtesy:  Courtesy St. Mary’s County Public 

Information Office. 

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/

