
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY’S COUNTY 
James R. Guy, President 

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner 

Tom Jarboe, Commissioner 

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner 

John E. O’Connor, Commissioner 

ST. MARY’S COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE 
Media Contact:  Tony Jones, Public Information Officer  

301-475-4200 ext. 1342 or pio@stmarysmd.com 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

NEWS RELEASE for Immediate Release   

St. Mary’s County Government will be responsive and accountable to the county’s citizens; provide high quality, cost effective and efficient 

services; preserve the county’s environment, heritage and rural character and foster opportunities for present and future generations 

 

   No. 2015 - 87 

   May 12, 2015  4:15 p.m. 

 

With Boating Season Approaching                                                                 

Commissioners Hold Ceremony to Highlight Boating Safety 

Leonardtown, MD – With statistics indicating an average of 700 people die each year in boating 

related accidents nationwide, and nearly 70% of those deaths are attributed to drowning, the 

Commissioners of St. Mary’s County took time to send an important message regarding boating 

safety by proclaiming the week of May 16 – 26 as National Safe Boasting Week. 

Boating safety experts say the vast majority of boating accidents are caused by human error or 

poor judgment and not the boat or any of its equipment or environmental factors.   

“80% of boaters who lose their lives by drowning each year would be alive today had they worn 

their life jackets,” said Commissioner Mike Hewitt (2
nd

 District.) “Modern life jackets are more 

comfortable, more attractive, and more wearable than styles of years past and deserve a fresh look 

by today’s boating public.”  

Commissioners recognized the Patuxent River Sail and Power Squadron for providing boating 

education to St. Mary’s County and Southern Maryland citizens for 60 years. National Safe 

Boating Week begins the year-round effort to promote safe boating. The proclamation urges all 

citizens who boat to “Wear It” and practice safe boating habits while out on the waterways. 

 

Photos from the ceremony can be found on the county’s flickr photostream at 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/. Media outlets may publish photos 

from the photostream with the mandatory courtesy:  “Photo courtesy St. Mary’s County 

Public Information Office.” 
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