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Commissioners from Southern Maryland Counties Meet, 

Discuss Future of Tri-County Animal Shelter 
 

Leonardtown, MD – In an unprecedented action, commissioners from St. Mary’s, Calvert, and 

Charles met Tuesday in Prince Frederick to discuss the future of the Tri-County Animal Shelter 

(TCAS) in Hughesville.  

 

The board members from each of the counties attended the meeting to first talk about needed 

renovations at the TCAS and then share opinions on whether the counties should continue to fund 

a single shelter, build a new shelter or if each county should construct its own shelter. It was the 

first time commissioners from the three Southern Maryland counties have met jointly to discuss a 

regional issue.  

  

During the meeting, Calvert County Animal Control Chief Craig Dichter briefed the 

commissioners on various areas of concern at the TCAS, including the lack of air conditioning in 

the 71 dog kennels, needed expansions and additional staff. There was also debate on whether the 

shelter should shift to a “no-kill” facility.  

 

“Our main objective now is to ensure the shelter has adequate air conditioning before the hot 

weather season begins,” said Commissioner President Randy Guy. “We want to make sure the 

animals at the shelter are properly cared for in the near term and then meet once again to discuss a 

long term strategy for sheltering animals in our respective counties.” 

 

The boards agreed to address the air conditioning issue within 30 days and decide on the shelter’s 

future in 90 days.  

 

Video of the meeting will be shown on St. Mary’s County Government TV 95 (SMCG TV 95) on 

Sunday, January 17 at 8 p.m. To view online go to www.stmarysmd.com/broadcast.asp and click 

the LIVE link (not viewable on mobile devices).   

 

Commissioners are seeking public input on this issue. Citizens are encouraged to contact 

the commissioners in the following manners: 

 St. Mary’s County at CSMC@stmarysmd.com  
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 Calvert County at COMMISS@co.cal.md.us or call 410-535-1600 

or 301-855-1243, ext. 2202 

 Charles County at Commissioners@CharlesCountyMD.gov or call 

301-645-0550 
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