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Land Use and Growth Management Director to Retire 

Phil Shire will depart in January 
 

Leonardtown, MD – St. Mary’s County Land Use and Growth Management (LUGM) Director 

Phil Shire has announced his intention to step down from his position as director of Land Use and 

Growth Management effective January 31, 2017. 

 

Mr. Shire’s long service with St. Mary’s County Government began in 1979 as a caretaker for the 

St. Clements Island. Following a short stint as a zoning inspector in the Office of Planning and 

Zoning (now LUGM), he ventured back and forth between there and Public Works and 

Transportation, finally landing as a volunteer in development review at LUGM.  In April 1980, he 

accepted a full time position as an Engineering Associate. It was from there began his long and 

productive working relationship with the county began.  

 

Throughout his career Mr. Shire has focused on effectively managing growth in St. Mary's 

County. His depth of experience and commitment has resulted in many promotions within 

LUGM. In 2011, as deputy director, he assumed the role of LUGM acting director. In January 

2012, he was formally appointed to the position of director.  

 

“Phil Shire has been a steady and reliable influence when it comes to planning and growth in     

St. Mary’s County,” said Commissioner President Randy Guy. “During my time on the Board of 

Appeals I came to rely upon him for insightful knowledge about our growing county. I join our 

commissioners in thanking him for his service to the county and wish him the very best in his 

retirement.” 

 

Reflecting on his 38 years of service to St. Mary’s County, Mr. Shire says the best part of the job 

has been the working relationships he’s made along the way. “It’s been the encouragement and 

support that has kept me here. From the current and past commissioner boards, County 

Administrator Dr. Bridgett, fellow directors, co-workers past and present, and especially the 

support, respect and dedication from LUGM staff,” he said. 

 

Mr. Shire says he has no specific retirement plans at this time … other than getting caught up 

on home-front projects and taking time to enjoy … time. 
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