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Commissioners Recognize Hispanic Heritage Month 

 

Leonardtown, MD – September 15 – October 15 is recognized as Hispanic Heritage Month. It’s 

an opportunity to share both past and present cultural contributions of Hispanic Americans. The 

2016 theme celebrates “Embracing, Enriching and Enabling America: Creating Culturally 

Blended Communities. The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County took part in this celebration 

during a proclamation ceremony.  

  

The first observance of Hispanic Heritage Month in the United States took place in 1968 as 

“Hispanic Heritage Week” under President Lyndon Johnson. It was expanded to a full month by 

President Ronald Reagan in 1988, beginning September 15 and ending on October 15. 

  

“The United States of America was built by and thrives on the ingenuity, integrity and diverse 

contributions of its people,” said Commissioner President Randy Guy. “The Hispanic-American 

community continues to positively influence our country by integrating the foundational qualities 

of faith, hard work, service, patriotism, and a strong commitment to family.” 

 

The proclamation also points out how Hispanics have helped shape our communities and 

enhanced the quality of life in the community. Increasingly, Hispanics hold a variety of key roles 

in the community as business owners, engineers, doctors, lawyers, laborers, teachers, public 

servants, and brave service members who help defend our country and way of life with integrity, 

pride and honor. 

  

In proclaiming Hispanic Heritage Month the commissioners urged all citizens to recognize the 

contributions Hispanics have made and continue to make in American history and every aspect of 

American life.  

 

 

Media outlets are welcome to use photos from the ceremony – which can be downloaded from 

the county’s photo page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/. Outlets 

publishing photos from the photo page are asked to courtesy the “St. Mary’s County Public 

Information Office.” 

# # # 

mailto:pio@stmarysmd.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/

