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Commissioners Mourn Loss of Former Chamber of Commerce CEO and 

President Bill Scarafia 
 

Leonardtown, MD – The Commissioners of St. Mary’s County are saddened to learn of the 

passing of Bill Scarafia. The former CEO and President of the St. Mary’s County Chamber of 

Commerce passed away Monday in Washington DC. Mr. Scarafia retired from his post at the 

Chamber in June after leading that organization for 14 years. He was instrumental in assisting, 

supporting and promoting businesses in St. Mary’s County through a broad range of economic 

development, education and legislative initiatives. 

 

While with the Chamber, Mr. Scarafia served a diverse Board of Directors, representing retail and 

service businesses, defense contractors and institutional partners such as the Board of Education 

and county government.  

 

”We are very grateful for his leadership with the Chamber and service to St. Mary’s County in his 

continued efforts to diversify our economy,” said Commissioner President Randy Guy. “His 

presence will be greatly missed.” 

 

Mr. Scarafia provided steadfast leadership, support and mentoring to countless volunteers who 

served on the organization’s Board and numerous subcommittees. But he was best known for 

placing the business community’s needs above personal considerations, working tirelessly to 

attract new business and enhancing business growth. 

 

“I am deeply saddened by his death.  He was an inspiration and leader guiding and reshaping the 

Chamber,” said Commissioner Todd Morgan (4
th

 District). “He constantly worked for the 

businesses and people of St. Mary’s County and smiled at their successes. Most noticeably, he 

never took the limelight … usually shunning it.  Our condolences are extended to his family.” 

 

“As a former Chamber Chairman of the Board I can tell you Bill worked tirelessly for the 

betterment of our County businesses,” said Commissioner Tom Jarboe (1
st
 District). “He was 

highly respected by his peers around the State of Maryland and was constantly being recruited by 

the bigger counties. He was a pivotal plank owner in the process of economic diversity for our 

county. He was a truly wonderful person and I will miss him greatly.” 
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Mr. Scarafia served on the St. Mary’s County Economic Development Commission and played a 

pivotal role in organizing a trade mission in 2015 to Huntsville Alabama to learn how that city 

successfully diversified its economy. 

 

“I'm very saddened to hear of Bill's passing,” said Chris Kaselemis, St. Mary’s County Economic 

Development director. “He was a tremendous help to our department, as he was to me personally. 

He worked hard to improve the economy of St. Mary’s County.” 
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