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County, State and Federal Partners Collaborate to Assist DBE Firms          

Compete for Highway Construction Contracts 

Leonardtown, MD - Registered Maryland Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) companies 

seeking to learn how to successfully compete for highway construction contracts will benefit from 

attending “BREAKING THE BID BARRIERS” event on Friday, December 9, from 8 -10 a.m., 

at the Holiday Inn Conference Center & Marina, 155 Holiday Dr., Solomons, MD 20688. 

 

This information and outreach session will address how the Business Development Accelerator 

Program (BDAP) can help DBE companies grow and diversify government customers at the 

local, state and federal levels. 

 

“In their development, many DBE firms focus almost exclusively on how to do the job, while not 

paying attention to what they need to compete for those jobs,” said SHA Administrator, Greg C. 

Johnson. “Whether it’s bonding requirements, marketing or accounting 101, these business 

management skills can mean the difference between success and failure.  BDAP will address 

those issues to each individual business.” 

The Business Development Accelerator Program is a collaboration between the College of 

Southern Maryland (CSM), the Small Business Development Center (SBDC) and the Maryland 

Department of Transportation’s State Highway Administration (SHA). It’s designed to help 

reduce barriers for DBE firms in developing successful bids for highway construction projects.  

The program’s goal is to assist 25 to 40 underutilized businesses currently certified in Maryland 

and involved in the construction and related services fields. 

The seminars are being coordinated around the state and are supported by regional Economic 

Development offices.  “Removing barriers is key to economic growth,” stated Chris Kaselemis, 

St. Mary’s County Economic Development director. “This business development accelerator 

program is a good example of the benefits of collaboration between higher education and county, 

state and federal partners in assisting qualified companies to compete and deliver needed 

services.” 

The event is sponsored by St. Mary’s and Calvert Counties, in cooperation with the Southern 

Maryland Minority Chamber of Commerce. 
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To register online go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/breaking-the-bid-barriers-sha-bdap-tickets-

29436143297 or call Ann Frank, Outreach Coordinator, at 301-539-4688 or via email at 

ann.frank@csmd.edu. 
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