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  St. Mary’s County Residents Urged to Stay off Roads to                              

Help Road Crews Prepare for Possible Power Outages 

 

Leonardtown, MD – With snow continuing to fall in St. Mary’s County, wind gusts have picked 

up in some areas. The county is urging residents to stay off the roads so state and local highway 

crews can continue plowing operations. 

 

Northerly winds between 20 and 30 mph with gusts up to 55 mph are expected. Temperatures will 

remain in the upper 20s with wind chills in the low teens. 

  

Plowing operations along Priority 1 routes (475 lane miles) and  Priority 2 and 3, secondary and 

sub division streets (785 miles) are ongoing. To check the progress of road crews, view the 

County Snow Removal map at http://www.stmarysmd.com/dpw/roadalertmap.asp.  

 

Residents are urged to keep cell phones, tablets and other devices charged and be prepared for 

possible extended power outages. 

 

“We want to thank the citizens of St. Mary’s County for staying off the roads thus far,” said 

Commissioner President Randy Guy. “We want people to stay home unless travel is absolutely 

necessary.” 

 

If you must drive please stay clear of snow plows. While it may be inconvenient to be stuck 

behind a snow plow or a multi-unit snow plow “train.” Trying to pass is dangerous and the roads 

in front of the plows are likely to be snow covered.  

 

The strong winds could also create some coastal flooding issues along portions of the lower 

Chesapeake Bay. Residents are asked to follow trusted local weather forecasters to get updates on 

conditions in their area. 

 

“Residents should check on the welfare of relatives, friends and neighbors who are elderly or 

disabled, said Bob Kelly, Director of Emergency Services and Technology. “We still have at least 

12 hours of storm conditions ahead of us. There are a lot of very good people working hard to 

provide essential services and performing road operations. 
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In addition to remaining off the roads and monitoring the weather and power outages, residents 

should take the following actions: 

 

 Keep devices charged so you will have a way to follow weather forecasts, local 

emergency information and have the ability to contact family and friends. 

 Be cautions shoveling snow or ice to avoid overexertion. Take frequent breaks and keep 

hydrated. 

 Avoid travel after the snow starts. If you must travel, make sure to have car chargers, kitty 

litter or sand for traction, and extra drinks and snacks in case you get stuck in traffic. Let 

family or friends know of your travel route and expected time of arrival. 

 Check on friends, neighbors, and relatives, especially the elderly or vulnerable residents 

who may trouble staying warm or maneuvering on icy surfaces.  

 Residents living near coastal areas should be prepared to experience moderate coastal 

flooding and waves due to high winds. 

 Know who to contact in case of a power outage. Citizens cam call SMECO’s Outage 

Hotline at 1-877-74 SMECO (1-877-747-6326), online at www.smeco.coop, or use their 

text messaging service. 

 Make sure pets are not exposed to the severe weather. Also remember salt and other 

deicing materials can irritate their paws. 
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