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    2016 Winter Weather 1 - 8   

    January 22, 2016  12:45 p.m. 
 

Motorists Urged to Stay Off Roads Prior to Onset of Storm and                  

Make Preparations as Winter Storm Approaches the County 

Local officials preparing resources and monitoring situation closely 

 

Leonardtown MD — St. Mary’s County is bracing for the forthcoming winter storm which is 

expected to dump 12-20 inches. The National Weather Service predicts that the height of the 

storm will begin soon after the snow’s onset. Motorists are urged to stay off the roads as soon as 

snowfall begins. Driving will be hazardous almost immediately after the storm’s onset due to the 

fast rate of snowfall. 

 

It is also important that residents prepare and take action. Stay off the roads and check on 

friends and family after the snowfall begins.   

 

A state of emergency has been declared in the county and throughout the State in order to assist in 

resource coordination. A state of emergency is also an indicator to residents that this will be a 

significant winter storm and that they should take precautions. Local officials have been 

coordinating with the Maryland Emergency Management Agency in order to mobilize resources 

for St. Mary’s County. 

 

In addition to staying off the roads and monitoring the weather and power outages, residents 

should take the following actions: 

 

• Keep devices charged so you will have a way to follow weather forecasts and local 

emergency information and be able to contact family and friends. 

• Be cautious shoveling snow or ice to avoid overexertion. Take frequent breaks and keep 

hydrated. If snow is accumulating on your rooftop, consider removing snow if it is safe to 

do so. 

• Avoid travel after the snow starts. If you must travel, make sure to have car chargers, kitty 

litter, or sand for traction, and extra drinks and snacks in case you get stuck in traffic. Let 

friends or family know of your travel route and expected arrival time. 

• Check on friends, neighbors, and relatives, especially the elderly or vulnerable residents 

who may have trouble staying warm or maneuvering on icy surfaces. 
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• Residents living near coastal areas should be prepared to experience moderate coastal 

flooding and waves due to the high wind. 

• Know who to contact in the case of a power outage. Emergency phone numbers for utility 

companies can be found here: http://mema.maryland.gov/Pages/PowerOutages.aspx 
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