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Commissioners Take a Stand Against Dating Violence 

Leonardtown, MD – Statistics from the Center for Relationship Abuse Awareness indicate one in 

three adolescent girls in the U.S. is a victim of physical, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating 

partner. The figure far exceeds victimization rates for other types of violence affecting youth.  

With this in mind, the Commissioners of St. Mary’s County joined members of the St. Mary’s 

County Commission for Women, St. Mary’s County Public Schools and MedStar St. Mary’s 

Hospital to raise awareness regarding dating violence by declaring Respect Week in St. Mary’s 

County.  

“Providing young people, their families and the school system with education about healthy 

relationships and relationship skills and by changing attitudes that support violence, we recognize 

dating violence can be prevented,” said Commissioner Tom Jarboe (1
st
 District). 

Ultimately the commissioners are hopeful Respect Week can help to bring greater awareness to 

young people, their families, schools and communities regardless of socioeconomic status, gender, 

sexual orientation or ethnicity. 

 

Media outlets are free to use photos from the ceremony – which can be downloaded from the 

county’s photo page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/stmaryscountygovernment/sets/. Outlets 

publishing photos from the photo page are asked to courtesy the “St. Mary’s County Public 

Information Office.” 
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